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John and Tara Newby bought a van, converted it into a place they could

eat and sleep, and set off in search of adventure

Travelling in d converted van and stopping to enjoy alpjne views in Austria

ou must stay at home" Boris utters @ Let's be clear from the start, COVID-19 has
five crushing words, and that's it; been horrible, and | fully agree that being
eight flights cancelled, hotel book- | socially responsible comes first, however
ings doomed and the supermar- | couldn't help but feel that there must be
kets run out of toilet/ rolls. A new opportunity hidden in the doom and gloom..
normal we are told, well, it doesn't feel very
normal to me nd so, this is our story; Today is the 4th of
September, and we're sat on a ferry de-
There are 193 countries in this wonderful parting Helsinki, Finland, heading to Tallinn
world of ours, on seven continents. | have stonia. At the beginning of June, the UK
been fortunate enough to visit 163 of them lockdown restrictions started to ease, and

told me that | must stay at home, its came to 10 European countries including alpine
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and the plan is to visit all 193, so when Boris | since then my wife and | have travelle
n

as, well.. a bit of a blow ustria, and counting, in our self converted

camper van
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and almos ) ing to

ar-flung regions of the world to pick up my

last 30 countries feels like a pipe dream for
q

S
the foreseeable. Sorry Saudi Arabia, thanks
for the new visa, but hot tnd:-*\]/.

This meant'if 'wanted to travel Il needed to
look closer to home. Having already

travelled to every European country several
times, the thought of more Euro-trashing
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at places that had made it onto the “I will
get there one day’ list. Turns jout, therels

quite a lot of them.

ey f

'm now o tevet y U
pean country, but this time, nudge into the
corners, take advantage of the quiet tourist

hotspots and most importantly, with no long
sight, take my time to enjoy
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I'm now a tour guide

a
seen much of Europe,

And let me tellyou the real sweet spot of
. : travel during a pandemic. Standing alone
Not every country in Europe has been like RN 1 . o = -
. 7 . : on the insta-famous cliff edge called B
Finland. Since leaving the UK two months
i ) Pulpit Rock, usually heaving with tourists,
Ia Hla F gy
e9Y, WE HaVE DEETl D TE e WAty we looked out towards a mind-bendingly
the. NEWS, reading daity COVID reports apct beautiful Norwegian wilderness and h:adl
guiding ourselves toward safer destinations, Sl o thauahte for comnany. How/e Hhat
and Of ourse ;(/here\/ r OOS"| [e Ulll.y ) Lo IS 1TUI1 b\JIII}Jd Iy MOW/[S LAl i
I P ' for social distancing.
L1
Belgium required us to wear masks even
before the UK had concluded procrasti-
nations regarding the value of them. It felt -
sensible to us, Belgium isn't Finland and 4
HE] NI | In H 4 + N 4 4 L - s P
ILS d HNCKY DUSITIESS 1O slady A ITIetel sidparll ) =
Belgium may have felt busy, but places like
Brugge, a normally packed tourist town,
were empty, allowing for relaxing strolls
ndin tahle for cumper \wacs eacy and
mnmrraanmT A LA UGS T 1 JMrIN T VWO U U\)y A1) - -
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case a day per 100,000 residents and &
California health officials issued long-await-  testing positivity rate of less than 2 percent.
A At Al v “Aar ~ ~arlde Th Avlee havy L\ anl ecloacad cinece Mareh
cu g 1Aalrice 10 IC'U}JC'I II Iy LI Iciric }JC NS e PC(I NS 11V ODCTT T CLlOSTCU SITICT 1vialrtclni
in the state on Tuesday, setting targets for
when attractions like Disneyland Resort, in he secretary of California's Health and
naheim, and Universal Studios Hollywood, —Human Services Agency, Dr. Mark Ghaly,
2 in Los Angeles, can open their doors, For issued the guidelines in a video conference
. o p . the big parks; it could be a long road: their on Tuesday and said that he believes that
Larae pbarks Ist be in the state's “vellow'" tier for. economic recoverv. with Al . P A A N e Dl \ i -
I et it S i et bl A s e ULl e e Eaid e (el 4 B counties must reach the least-restrictive he tier guidelines can be reached. He said
the virus targety contained, wnicn coula be alon ait. ‘yvellow' tier of the state's four-tier Covid-19 | that San Francisco County had already
economic-reopening plan. met them.
y Tariro Mzezewa
n ln tarme AfF e aviriiclracac (Drano "Thara'c late Af \warle vy Aan-AAa ftac hayr
UCL 20, 2020 TSNS O COTOTIavilusLasTs, Uidlyc icic s lOULS Ul '\ c Calrid LUyl
County, home to Disneyland, is currently in = — both state, local, business leaders, com-
; _ the “red,” or second, tier and Los Angeles munity leaders, individuals — to do what we
: 1 R e County, Universal Studios' location, is cur- can to make sure that we reduce transmis-
‘a 1 " % : P i rentlyv in the most restrictive ‘purple” tier sion throuaghout our county and there is a
:- v - ' ] : ¥ ; Il /I B Bl SR . FYTEE Y I . J ) .
-----9 _T A, ) v iy It could be months before either county path forward there, Dr. Ghaly said. “We do
I-LJ k o [ " gt meets the guidelines for the "yellow' tier, not know when, but we do know how, and |
2L =2 : : : [ >quire > ] > think we'll continue to put in the hard work
-_31531-- . “mu - uu;“:] — which requires there be fewer than one q harc
I ' M to get us there one county at a time.
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Disneyland, in Anaheim, Calif, has been closed since March.Credit..David Mcnew,/Agence France-Presse — Getty { -
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alifornia health officials licciied lona-avwaited atlidance for reoenina-theme
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parks in the state on Tuesday, setting targets for when attractions like Disne-

yland Resort, In Anaheim, and Universal Studios Hollywood, In Los Angeles,

can open their doors. Forlthe big parks, it could be a long road: their counties

must reach thelleast-restrictive “vellow" tier of thie state's four-tier Covid-19
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