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Thrilla In Manila: The fight that went too far

Wednesday, October 1st, 1975 is day that Muhammed Ali and Joe Frazier faced off for the 

heavyweight championship and the third and final time in their memorable careers. The “Thrilla 

in Manila was fought at the Araneta Coliseum in Quezon city, Metro Manila, Philippines. 11 

years earlier, Ali, originally known as 

Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr  changed 

his name after converting to islam. 3 

years prior,  Ali was stripped of his 

heavyweight title simply due to the 

fact that he refused to enter into U.S 

army while at war with Vietnam. 

after Stating “I ain’t got no quarrel 

with those Vietcong.”  "Muhammad Ali Refuses Army Induction." History.com. A&E 

Television Networks, 2009. Web. 20 Mar. 2016.” Muhammed ali was fined 10 00 dollars and 

banned from boxing for three years. Having already fought twice already, the two fighters were 

very familiar with one another. March 8th 1971, marked the first time they squared off, and what 

is known as the “fight of the century”. It also marks Ali’s first lost in his professional career. The 

“rematch” took place on January 24th 1974 at MAdison Square Garden where Ali defeated 

frazier in a 12 round decision.

Honey, the fights on our TV! 

Accessibility allowed the entity of HBO and the event “Thrilla in Manilla” to be successful 

simply because at the time (1975), the network was not big at all and needed to prove that it 

could continuously deliver signals via satellite. HBO settled on using a geostationary 

communications satellite to transmit HBO to cable providers throughout the U.S., while others 

were hesitant due to the fears that they might go out of orbit, as well as due to the cost of 

purchasing downlink receiver dishes.  HBO’s decision paid off. On October 1st, HBO became the 

first network to deliver a continuous signal. Mesce, Bill. "It's Not TV: HBO, The Company 

That Changed Television: The Skies, Junior Birdmen!" PopOptiq. N.p., 17 Aug. 2013. 



Web. 20 Mar. 2016.” .Seeing that boxing and sports events were the very first “pay-per-view” 

television events, the accessibility of HBO allowed people to watch these live TV events via the 

comfort of their own homes. Today, many impressive televisual events are provided by HBO to 

those subscribers that have paid to access their service, such as Game of thrones.

Time to look “up”

The use of satellite was a necessary in order for HBO to succeed. Things were different now. 

People no longer looked at satellites the way they used to be looked at back in the 1960s. As 

opposed to looking at a space shuttle hanging in an orbit 150 miles out, They began looking at a 

satellite placed in geostationary orbit 22,300 miles above the earth. Using the particular method, 

the satellite moves in the direction of the earth’s rotation at the same speed as the earth in order 

to hold a fixed position in the sky, day or night. At an altitude this high, the satellite's footprint, 

would cover all of North America, without any earth bound systems. In addition to this, it was 

also a fraction of the cost. Mesce, Bill. "It's Not TV: HBO, The Company That Changed 

Television: The Skies, Junior Birdmen!" PopOptiq. N.p., 17 Aug. 2013. Web. 20 Mar. 

2016.

Risk for Reward

When HBO decided to go for satellite carriage, not one television programmer trusted their 

programming to full-time satellite transmission, and questioned many things: what if it falls 

down? Or even spins into space? Although already having an established terrestrial system, 

satellite transmission did have some earthy problems. At the time, satellite receiving dishes 

needed to be nine meters in diameter. It was certain that it would require a solid concrete base. 

With that came a very installation procedure. Furthermore, the dishes themselves were not cheap. 

Upon all of this, came one big question, would cable systems be willing to establish that kind of 

money? Gerald M. Levin became the solution to all of these uprising questions, as he “ gambled” 

6.5 million dollars for five years on a satellite, in hopes of cable systems choosing to take part. 

Mesce, Bill. "It's Not TV: HBO, The Company That Changed Television: The Skies, 

Junior Birdmen!" PopOptiq. N.p., 17 Aug. 2013. Web. 20 Mar. 2016.



Testing  1, 2….

The “Thrilla in manilla” heavyweight bout became the real test for HBO. It’s subscribers in 

Pennsylvania were joined by 15,000 others in Ft. Pierce, Vero Beach and Jackson, Florida. It Was 

official, HBO had gone national. After ending the year with just under 300,000 subscribers in 16 

states, it was not long after that HBO had reach a million subscribers. By 1980, HBO had 

associates in every state. Most importantly, Since 1975, no operating television satellite has ever 

failed on the job. Simply come up with a couple of million bucks for satellite time and there’s no 

looking back. Mesce, Bill. "It's Not TV: HBO, The Company That Changed Television: 

The Skies, Junior Birdmen!" PopOptiq. N.p., 17 Aug. 2013. Web. 20 Mar. 2016.

The Greatest of all time

It is without question that Mohammed Ali is one the greatest athletes to ever hit the spotlight. 

Through all the ups and downs throughout his tremendous career, Ali continues to leave his mark 

on many people. Unfortunately, in 1984, Ali learned that he had Parkinson’s disease, a 

neurological syndrome characterized by tremors, rigidity of muscles and slowness of speech and 

movement. With that being said, Ali continues to spread good will. It was in 1996, At the 

Summer olympics in Atlanta that set Mhammed Ali apart from all the other athletes of that time. 

With the world watching, he steadied his trembling hands to light the flame signalling the start of 

the games. A man whose beliefs had once divided an entire nation was now bringing them all 

together. “Shwartz, Larry. "He Is Simply… The Greatest." ESPN. ESPN Internet 

Ventures, n.d. Web. 20 Mar. 2016.
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