
1 
 

CULTURE & TOURIST ATTRACTIONS OF 
ASIA AND SOUTH PACIFIC 

414-KAP-AS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Semester Project: Thailand 

Presented to Ms. Catherine Michaud 

By Ly Truc Huynh 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collège LaSalle 

November 16th , 2016  



2 
 

 

Contents 

 
Thailand ..................................................................................................................................................................3 

Flag of Thailand ......................................................................................................................................................3 

Location ...................................................................................................................................................................4 

Geographical Characteristics ................................................................................................................................4 

General Information ..............................................................................................................................................6 

Airfare .....................................................................................................................................................................6 

Documments Required ...........................................................................................................................................7 

Health and Safety ...................................................................................................................................................7 

Transportation ........................................................................................................................................................7 

Custom & Tradition ...............................................................................................................................................8 

Traditional Dance ...................................................................................................................................................9 

Gastronomy .......................................................................................................................................................... 10 

GRAND PALACE ................................................................................................................................................ 10 

The Emerald Buddha ............................................................................................................................................. 11 

Wat Arun ............................................................................................................................................................... 11 

Floating Market in Bangkok .................................................................................................................................. 12 

Night Life .............................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Khao Yai National Park ......................................................................................................................................... 13 

Pattaya ................................................................................................................................................................... 13 

Phuket .................................................................................................................................................................... 14 

Sukhothai ............................................................................................................................................................... 14 

Ayutthaya .............................................................................................................................................................. 15 

Festivals ................................................................................................................................................................. 15 

Accommodation .................................................................................................................................................... 16 

Responsible Tourism ............................................................................................................................................. 17 

Appendix ............................................................................................................................................................... 17 

 

 

 
 



3 
 

Thailand 
 

Thailand is a Southeast Asian country. It's known for tropical beaches, opulent royal palaces, 
ancient ruins and ornate temples displaying figures of Buddha. 

 

 

 

Flag of Thailand 
 

 

 

 

 Red symbolizes the nation and the blood of life 
 White represents Buddhism and the purity of Buddhism 
 Blue stands for the King 
 The central blue stripe is twice as wide as each of other four stripes ( King is very 

important in their country) 
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Location 
 

 

 

 

• North & West:  Myanmar 
• South: Malaysia 
• SouthEast: Cambodia 
• East: Laos 
• Andaman Sea, Gulf of Thailand, Indian Ocean 

 

Geographical Characteristics 

Thailand can best be described as tropical and humid for the majority of the country 
during most of the year. The average temperature is from 23 to 38 degrees Celsius. 

The best time to visit Thailand is from November to February when the northeast monsoon is 
blowing cool, dry air that serves as a respite from the heat. During this cool season, the 
temperature ranges from 18 to 32 degrees Celsius  

The summer period, or hot and dry season, is from March to June. At this time temperatures 
in Bangkok average around 34 degrees, but can often reach 40 degrees Celsius 

From July to October is the monsoon, when most of Thailand's annual rainfall is accumulated 
and flooding can ravage the country.  



5 
 

River 

The two principal river systems of Thailand are the Chao Phraya and the Mekong. Together, 
these rivers support the irrigation for Thailand's agricultural economy. 

Lake 

1. The Songkhla lake is the largest natural lake of Thailand, located on the Malay 
peninsula in the southern part of the country. Covering an area of 1,040 km² it borders 
the provinces of Songkhla and Phattalung.  
 
 
2. Bueng Boraphet lake is the largest freshwater swamp and lake in central Thailand. It 
covers an area of 224 km² east of Nakhon Sawan, south of the Nan River close to its 
confluence with the Ping River.  
 
 
3. The Nong Harn is a lake in the northeast of Thailand, located northeast of the town 
Sakon Nakhon. The lake covers an area of 125.2 km² and is the largest natural lake of 
northeast Thailand. Especially, Red Lotus Sea is the famous tourist attraction. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drainage_system_%28geomorphology%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
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General Information 
 

• Capital: Bangkok 
• Religion: Buddhism (95%) 
• Language: Thai 
• Population: 68 million 
• Currency:  Baht 
• 1 CAD = 26  Bahts 

 
Main resource of revenue: 

• Exporting agriculture, seafood products especially rice 
• Manufacturing and exporting electronical products 
• Tourism 

 
 

Airfare 
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Documents Required 
 

Passport: 
• Canadians must present a passport which must be valid for at least six months beyond 

departure day. 
 

Visa: 
• Tourist visa: Not required for stays of up to 30 days  

 
Business visa: Required  
 
Student visa: Required  
 
 

Health and Safety 
 

Health 
Locally acquired mosquito-associated Zika virus is currently being reported in this country. 
Zika virus infection is primarily spread by the bite of an infected mosquito so protect yourself 
from the bite of mosquitos. 
 
Safety 
Petty crime, such as purse snatching, pickpocketing and theft, is common. Do not leave bags 
unattended. Be careful at night in entertainment areas throughout the country. Robberies, 
injuries, drug abuse, arrests, assaults (including sexual assaults) and deaths often occur. 
Passport thefts and losses are extremely common. 
Foreigners have been targeted in incidents of drink spiking, which is often combined with 
sexual assault or theft. Never leave food or drinks unattended or in the care of strangers, and 
pay attention when drinks are being prepared and served.  
 

Transportation 
International Airports 

• Suvarnabhumi Airport, Bangkok 
• Chiang Mai International Airport  
• Phuket International Airport  

 
Port of calls for cruises  

• Laem Chabang in Bangkok 
• Phuket in Western side of Thailand 
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Tuk-tuks : a three-wheeled vehicle is everyone's favourite way of getting around Bangkok. 
Tuk-tuks have become one of Bangkok's most recognisable transportation features, and are 
still popular among tourists and visitors. 

 

 

 

 

Custom & Tradition 
 

 

Greeting 

The Thai greeting referred to consists of a slight bow, with the palms pressed together in a 
prayer-like fashion. The word often spoken as a greeting or farewell is sawatdi . This verbal 
greeting is usually followed by kha when spoken by a female and by khrap when spoken by a 
male person 
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Don’t 
 

• Don’t keep your shoes on when entering houses, temple, even some restaurants. 
• Don’t display public affection: most Thais will not even hold hands or hug in public. 
• Don’t touch a Thai person’s head as this is very disrespectful. If you touch someone’s 

head by accident, apologize immediately. 
 
Sexual Tolerance 
 

• Thailand has long enjoyed a reputation for sexual tolerance, based more on non-
confrontational (as opposed to progressive) attitudes. The country is very safe for 
GLBT travelers.  

• Transsexuals, also known as ladyboys, are highly visible in mainstream society from 
scantily clad teens to high -profile celebrities. 
 

Traditional Dance 

Although the traditional Thai performing arts are not as vibrant as they once were, suffering 
inroads from Western entertainment and generally changing tastes, Thai dance drama is not 
extinct. 

 

 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Performing_arts
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Gastronomy 
 
Most of visitors coming this country taste three famous dishes of Thais including: 
 

• Tom Yum (spicy shrimp soup) 
• Pad Thai (fried noodles) 
• Som Tum (spicy green papaya salad) 
• Chang Beer (Thai Beer) 

 
 

GRAND PALACE 
 

 

The palace has been the official residence of the Kings of Siam since 1782. Now, it is 
still used for official events. Several royal ceremonies and state functions are held 
here. The palace is one of the most popular tourist attractions in Thailand. 
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The Emerald Buddha 
 

The Emerald Buddha is considered the palladium of Thailand. It is a figurine of the 
Buddha seated in yogic posture, made of a precious green stone, clothed in gold and 
about 26 inches tall. It is housed in the temple Wat Phra Kaew on the grounds of the 
Grand Palace. 
 

 
 

Wat Arun 
 
Wat Arun "Temple of Dawn" is a Buddhist templewat in  West bank of the Chao Phraya River. 
The temple derives its name from the Hindu god Aruna often personified as the radiations of 
the rising sun.  
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chao_Phraya_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aru%E1%B9%87a
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Floating Market in Bangkok 

A visit to one of the floating markets is a fun way to do some shopping and eating while 
supporting local vendors and observing local commerce in action. You'll need to get up early 
to visit a floating market, as vendors are out in their long wooden boats first thing in the 
morning with their goods, fresh fruits, vegetables, spices, and tasty dishes. 

 

 

Night Life 
 

After the sun wanes, Bangkok gets its second breath. The heavy traffic subsides, the mad 
rush is over. This energized city bustles with things to be shopping, clubbing, bar flying, fine 
dining, a cinema, bowling, cultural show and ladyboy show. 
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Khao Yai National Park 

Situated mainly in Nakhon Ratchasima Province, Khao Yai is just 3 hours away from 
Bangkok. 

Khao Yai National Park covers more than 2,000 square kilometers of forest and grassland in 
central Thailand. More than 50 km of hiking and biking trails wind through the long-standing 
nature preserve, and its many waterfalls include 150m-tall Haew Narok and 20m-tall Haew 
Suwat. The park also shelters diverse wildlife such as bears, gibbons, elephants and 
hornbills. 

  

,  

Pattaya 
 

 
It is a resort city in Thailand. About 100 kilometres south-east of Bangkok. Pattaya is 
known for its wonderful beaches. It is lined with resort hotels, shopping malls, cabaret 
bars and 24-hour clubs.  
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Phuket 
 

Phuket, a rainforest, mountainous island in the Andaman Sea. It has some of Thailand’s most 
popular beaches, mostly situated along the clear waters of the western shore. The island is 
home to many high-end seaside resorts, spas and restaurants. Phuket City, the capital, has 
old shophouses and busy markets. Patong, the main resort town, has many nightclubs, bars 
and discos. 

 

 
 
 

Sukhothai 
 

The Kingdom of Sukhothai was an early kingdom in the area around the city Sukhothai, in north 
central Thailand. The Kingdom existed from 1238 until 1583. Sukhothai is in ruins and has been 
designated as a UNESCO World Heritage. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sukhothai_%28city%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thailand
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Ayutthaya 

 
Ayutthaya is the former capital of Phra Nakhon Si, Ayutthaya province. Located in the 
valley of the Chao Phraya River, the city was founded in 1351. The ruins of the old city 
are preserved in the Ayutthaya historical park which is recognised as a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. 
 

 
 

Festivals 
 

Songkran Festival 
Songkran is the most well - known festival in Thailand. It’s Thai New Year landing on 

April 13
th

and lasting around 2 to 3 days. During the festival, the streets fill up with 
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people looking to soak and get soaked. Water is used as a symbol of cleansing to start 
New Year. 
 

 
 
Phi Ta Khon Mask Festival 
 
Phi Ta Khon is a tradition of the Loei Province. It is better known as the ghost festival. It 
take places around June/July. Men dress up as spirits in bright colorful costumes and 
masks. Along with the costumes, there’s plenty of dancing and rejoicing. 
 

 
 

Accommodation 
 

There are many types and categories of accommodation in Thailand 
• 5 - star resort: CAD 180 
• Eco - friendly resort: CAD 150 
• Novotel hotel ( 4 stars): CAD 126  
• Apartment 
• Guest house 
• Motel 
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Responsible Tourism 
 

• Khao Yai National Parks: trekking, hiking, visiting waterfalls, observing wildlife 
• Mu Ko Ang Thong National Park: Kayaking, snorkeling, nature 
• Staying at eco-lodge or eco – friendly resort 
• Meals with local foods 
•  

  
 

 

Appendix 
 

 
https://www.travelfish.org/beginners/thailand 

https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/thailand 

https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/geopolitics-thailand-kingdom-flux 

https://www.travelfish.org/beginners/thailand
https://travel.gc.ca/destinations/thailand
https://www.stratfor.com/analysis/geopolitics-thailand-kingdom-flux
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http://www.sawadee.com/thailand/hilltribes/index.html 

http://www.destinationtips.com/advice/15-things-not-to-do-in-thailand/8/ 

http://www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions/thailand-tha.htm 

http://www.bangkok.com/nightlife-areas.htm 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

http://www.sawadee.com/thailand/hilltribes/index.html
http://www.destinationtips.com/advice/15-things-not-to-do-in-thailand/8/
http://www.planetware.com/tourist-attractions/thailand-tha.htm
http://www.bangkok.com/nightlife-areas.htm
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