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CHARACTER & COSTUME DESCRIPTIONS

Louis XVI (Louis-Auguste) was born in 1754, he was dauphin of France from 1765. In 1770, at the age of fifteen, he married the fourteen-year-old Habsburg Archduchess Marie Antoinette. In 1774, Louis succeeded his grandfather(Louis XV) became the king of France.(Hardman, John,2000) The movie shows the story. He lived in Versailles. Most of the time, he wore French court suit( 3 piece suit), for formal events like wedding, meeting, watch play and have meals. He also wore country dress when hurting. No matter when he was the dauphin or the king of France, he represent the highest social class of France. He was well educated with the strict manners of royal family. He was shy and soft, but he had to show his authority based on his statue. His clothing, shoes, accessories were all made by personal tailors and designers. They were made of high quality fabrics and luxurious details. Based on his personality, his clothes were always serious and scripted.(John Hardman,1993)
Costume Description:

He was at his wedding with Marie Antoinette. Because it was the dauphin of France’s wedding. Many people from upper class and bishop were gathered together at Versailles. It was a big public event. So he was dressed formal and finery. 

He wore silver grey the habit a la francaise (three piece suit) that made of silk. The outfit contains a coat with short stand collar and jabot frill at the neck(linen stock with lace-edged scarf over the top). We can see the white shirt inside. He had a red cravat around his neck. The coat with silver embroidered floral edges. As well as the waistcoat, have metallic fabric likes sequins on trimming. The end of the coat is narrow, cutaway sides to reveal the decorated waistcoat inside. The sleeves were slim to fit the shape, with decorative shirt-cuff ruffles and lace. The cuffs were turn-back with lavish decoration includes sequins, flower pattern and embroidered buttons. He wore a blue sash with a blue bow tie around the thigh..  There was also an diamond Royal Order of Saint Louis Adornment(medal) pinned on his coat.( Smithsonian,2012) It shows he was the top of the social class. He also had a gold watch with a chain to hang on the seals from waistcoat on his decoration. From the back, it can be seen that it was short to the knee and tail trimmed in the central division of the coat. The wig he wore was very popular during that period. It is called bag wig with two side curls and the tail caught up into a small bag with a big black bow tie on it at the back.

His has a big opal ring, circled by a loop of small diamonds. He wore white silk stocking and heeled shoes with square buckles, there is no way I can see the colour of the heels or under the shoes but I think they should be red.(Lauren Lowell,2010)

The function of this outfit was a wedding suit. It shows the authority, the statue of this person. It also shows the respect to the wedding. No one else there could dress the same way not only because he was the groom that day, but also he was the dauphin and will be the king of France. The fabric and lavish decoration prove his wealth, the order and blue sash show his power. He was in charge of the whole country, include military. The outfit seems losse and comfortable, it was made of fine silk. He danced with his wife, he bent over with it and it seems all right with those movements. It was the formal suit with fragile nice fabric and elaborate sewing. It was only for formal events. He wore his sporting clothes when he went to hurting.

Sliver Grey is a light and soft colour, but also a cold colour. It shows he was a kind and soft person, but not active. Although the detail and trimming of this outfit were delicate. It still could be could brief, there was no exaggerated fancy ornament on his clothing or accessories. It proves that he liked simple and comfortable style rather than ornate or ostentatious fashion.

E.  RESEARCH OF HISTORICAL COSTUME 

[image: image2.jpg]



It is a Man's 3-piece suit in 1755, France. It is in Los Angeles County Museum of Art, M.2007.211.947a-c. It is made of wool with tiny flower sprigs embroidered across the outfit.
From this outfit, we could know that men during that period do wear 3 piece suit. The jabot rill at the neck. The coat is knee-length and fitted at chest and with waistcoat with long skirts. The bag wig and shoes with big square buckles also belong to this era.( Smithsonian,2012) In the movie, Louis wears same wig style and 3 piece suit. He has the red cravat and same type of shoes as well. He also has decorative shirt-cuff ruffles with spangled buttons. It also shows the shirt volume and lace around wrists. He has many shirts in the movie with large volume of lace until to the central front. It totally shows that the costumes and accessories Louis XVI wears have the similar styles and details with the real one in the museum.
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It is another French court outfit made about in 1774–92. It is made of silk and now in Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History Museum (C.I.61.13.2a–c). It is a Bequest from Irene Lewisohn in 1961.
It is known as the habit a la francaise. It contains a coat, waistcoat, and knee breeches, also with white shirt, ruffled cuffs and short stand collar. It is the typical type of the men’s clothing during Rococo, and it is very similar to what Louis VXI wears in the movie. The shallow, cutaway skirt fronts is typical to this late of Rococo. The floral decoration on the coat shows the feminine character of clothing in this era.(Tortora, Phyllis G,1994)
Source: http://www.metmuseum.org/toah/works-of-art/C.I.61.13.2a-c. (October 2006)
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It is a painting of Nathaniel Sparhawk of Maine in 1764. It is in Museum of fine arts Boston. It is made of velvet.

It is another sample of 3 piece suit in the early time of Rococo. The wig is tightly curled campaign wig. The difference of this one has the small folded linen stock, deep cuffs and many buttons. It does not have collar and the waistcoat is long to the thigh. Three piece suit always uses same fabric and colour for 3 different pieces(coat, waistcoat,breeches). (Ribeiro, Aileen,1995)Same style as Louis XVI’s 3 piece suit and shoes in the movie. It shows during that era, men wore almost the same style and the costume designer considered and made no mistakes about era.

Source: http://www.mfa.org/collections/object/nathaniel-sparhawk-34594
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The decorations of the three classes (l. to 3., Knight, Commander, Grand Cross).

Royal Order of Saint Louis - Grand Cross Breast Star, was a military Order of Chivalry founded on 5 April 1693, personal owner

The order with the blue sash tell the class of the person, it also has a military meaning. The King was the Grand Master of the Order, should wear the blue(royal) sash and the order to show his power. In the movie, Louis XVI has his order with diamonds pinned to coat and blue sash to show he is or he will be the king of France, the leader of army of this country.(Leah Marie Brown,2014)
http://www.omsa.org/photopost/showphoto.php?photo=4374
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Tricorne of beaver fur, 1780, Europe , it is in Los Angeles County Museum of 

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Los_Angeles_County_Museum_of_Art" \o "Los Angeles County Museum of Art" Art, M.67.8.204.

The style of hat was brought back to France during the Louis XIV. By the end of the 17th century, the tricorne was popular in both civilian fashion and in military uniforms.  Tricornes ranged from the very simple and cheap to the extravagant. This tricome has beaver fur on it. The one Louis XVI has in the movie has fur on the edge, the other one has silver lace trimming and feathers. It shows the status of this person. (Marcelgomessweden,2012)

Source:http://thebeautifultimes.wordpress.com/2012/02/15/tricorne-triangular-18th-century-hat/
F.  RESEARCH OF CONTEMPORARY FASHION
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Image 1

Giorgio Armani Men’s Collection Fall Winter 2014-2015
Designer: Giogio Armani

I chose this outfit because according to Louis XVI’s status, he must wear high-end brand with good quality fabrics. At the same time, the garments should be fashionable as well. It more likes causal wear for him, but still can shows that he is a steady,unimaginative person.Based on his personality, it is better to choose the dark color and classic style. Giorgio Armani is a well known high-end men fashion brand. The use of different colour(dark) and different fabric(velvet) on the collar and buttons show the fashion elements of outfit.

Source:http://stylehistyle.com/giorgio-armani-latest-mens-collection-fall-winter-2014/giorgio-armani-latest-mens-collection-fall-winter-2014-4/
Image 2

The Emperor 1688 Fall Winter Men Collection 2014-2015

Designers: 3 brothes Babak Golkar, Haman Golkar & Farhan Golkar

I chose this outfit because this is an innovative luxury brand which uses the finest fibers and fabrics. The fabric and the fur decoration are show he is wealthy. It has some similarities with the 3 piece suit in Rococo but still has currently fashion elements,like the colour match and the cut. It is the totally formal business suit.Most of time, Louis XVI needs to wear formal one because he always exposes to the public and represent the image of loyal family. This overall of this suit is very classic and authoritative.

Source: http://www.theemperor1688.com/
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